
Once upon a Stage: The Sleeping Beauty Premiere 

The production of The Sleeping Beauty on May, 16th was the result of two whole 

months of intensive work for every member of the English Drama Club in gymnasium 

40. We had 1, 5 - hour rehearsals every Friday to memorize and act out each line and 

gesture. And it was not easy, considering the challenge of combining both learning 

English and honing your acting skills. We also had to keep in mind that reproducing the 

Disney theme is a demanding task and 

we tried our best in tackling it. Everyone 

remembers the enchantment of Disney 

animation with its songs, dances and 

magic that practically splashes out of the 

screen. In making The Sleeping Beauty 

we tried to bring all that magic and enchantment onto the stage starting with the famous 

Tchaikovsky inspired music theme, carefully selected costumes and props and rounding 

it up with the classic Disney all-actors dance. And, to tell you the truth, it was well 

worth the effort!  

The actors always make the show for the audience. We 

were very lucky to have Marina Strelchuk as our Princess 

Aurora. With her inborn charm and beautiful voice she was a 

perfect cast for the role. Marina`s Once Upon a Dream song 

as always charmed the audience. Marina also had the chance 

to show off her excellent dancing skills while waltzing 

around with our charming, yet somewhat amusing Prince Phillip played by Mikhail 

Kulinets.  

The three little fairies Flora, Fauna and Merry 

Weather were played by Natasha Belaya, Marina 

Lukyanova and Nastya Okysheva correspondingly. As 

the gymnasium principal Tatiana Pavlovna 

Mishurovskaya noted, the whole plot revolved around 



them and the three girls had fit into the show perfectly, making their characters very 

believable for the audience.  

Nastya Chikanova, a devoted member of the 

cast, did a great job in playing the delicate and 

affectionate Queen Leah. Nastya looked very royal-

like in her floor-length golden dress and the crown. 

The intricate red rose for princess Aurora was 

crafted from polymer clay by Nastya`s mother 

which was a really pleasant surprise on the premiere 

day. Alexei Kolesnichenko gave a very responsible performance of King Stephan and 

everyone could see that Alexei had gained much more confidence as an actor since his 

last performance as young Scrooge. 

Yet, every show must have its own villain! This time we had Evgenia Zaitseva to 

play the ever so challenging Maleficent. Evgenia did a great job in not only bringing 

Maleficent`s true rage and elegance onto the stage but also single-handedly crafted a 

pair of true-to-life Maleficent`s horns which stole the show for many viewers. As you 

probably remember, Maleficent had a loyal assistant, raven Diaval, who was 

vividly portrayed by Lisa Kuzevanova in our play.              

Every fairy tale has its narrator. We decided to stick to the tradition and introduced our 

own narrator into the show. Nastya Rauk was perfect for this important role and her 

fluent narration added its own value to the performance. 



However, the show wouldn`t be as complete and entertaining without the important 

supporting cast played by Katya Kozlova, Masha Volynskaya, Dasha Fedorenko and 

Lisa Cherkasova. The girls were court ladies and gave the sparkle to the show with their 

elegant dancing and noble gestures.  

 

After the performance, the gymnasium principal Tatiana Pavlovna Mishurovskaya 

commented that the English Drama Club is an amazing opportunity for its participants 

to improve their English skills through drama and acting and wished the best of luck for 

all the cast members in their future performances.  

                                                                                             The director of the play, 

Tatiana Slavgorodskaya  

 

The reviews from our cast: 

I enjoyed playing Aurora very much. I think that every girl 

would want to be a princess. And I had this chance. It is a huge 

experience and a great pleasure for me to be the part of our 

friendly cast with our excellent director Tatiana Petrovna. 

Marina Strelchuk, 10th grade (Aurora)  

 

I work in the theater very hard. The production of "The 

Sleeping Beauty" was very interesting. While working, I learned 

many new words and expressions. We have a very creative 

producer. If possible, next year I want to go to the theater again. 

Marina Lukyanova, 6th grade  (fairy Fauna) 



It was one of the most exciting days in the linguistic group. I 

was delighted with so many impressions. Our scene turned out so 

memorable that I think it stayed in the hearts of every spectator. 

Nastya Okysheva, 6
th
 grade (fairy Merry Weather) 

     

 

Feel the spring coming with the enchanted forest romance  

and true love that conquers it all  

in our new play 

The Sleeping Beauty! 

         

 

         

From actors to friends!  

Uniting people through acting!  


